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Town of Swanzey, New Hampshire 

Conservation Commission Meeting 
Town Hall, Old Homestead Highway, Swanzey, NH 

Meeting Minutes – July 13, 2021 

 
Note:  Minutes are subject to review, correction, and approval by the Commission. Review, correction, and approval of minutes generally 
occur at the next regularly scheduled meeting of the Commission. 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

The meeting of the Swanzey Conservation Commission was called to order by Chair Wally Smith at 4 p.m. 
Committee members present: Chair Smith, Bob Goodrich, Jane Johnson, Bud Winsor and Alternate Rachel Elkins. 
 
ABSENT 
Cheri Domina. 
The Chair seated Elkins for Domina. 
 
OTHERS PRESENT 
Antioch University Professor Michael Akresh, Rail Trail Advisory Committee member Bruce Bohannon, Marcy and 
James Jarzabeck of the Wilson Pond Association, Code Enforcement Officer Mike Jasmin. 
 
MINUTES 
The commission members considered the meeting Minutes for June 7, 2021. There was a motion by Elkins to 
approve the Minutes of June 7, 2021. There was a second to the motion by Goodrich and no further discussion. All 
were in favor. Motion passed.  
 
NEW BUSINESS  
Antioch University Bee Project 
Michael Akresh, a professor in the environmental studies department at Antioch University in Keene explained 
the project. He is working with Alaina Bandanza, a master’s student, on the project. They are looking at bees in 
different wetlands across the state of New Hampshire. Most of their sites are in the southwestern part of New 
Hampshire. One of the sites they are studying is at the Keene-owned Dillant-Hopkins Airport in North Swanzey. 
Akresh said they are sampling bees in the fen, a peat-forming wetland, north of the runway and in an adjacent 
forest. They’re looking to see if there are any bee species of specialized conservation concern that would use the 
wetland and forest. He said they began the project this summer, and are looking for funding to help cover 
Bandanza’s research hours and travel from her home in Claremont. He said the Keene Conservation Commission 
has given $500 for the work, and there are some funds that will come through Antioch. He would like to know if 
the Swanzey Conservation Commission would like to make a donation to the project. 
 
Commission members had questions for Akresh. Winsor asked how active the bee population is at the airport site. 
Akresh said the fen is definitely a unique spot with some rare plant species that may be attractive to various bee 
species. He said no one has really studied bees in these type of wetlands in the eastern United States. Smith asked 
why the Keene airport was chosen as a site. Akresh said it’s one of the few sites in the state that has this type of 
rare wetland. He said they plan on continuing the research next year, but haven’t decided if they want to go back 
to the same sites or find new sites. They can write up a report for the commission with their findings, and provide 
the town with some of the bees caught at the site for exhibition in a local museum. Smith asked if there was 
federal funding available for a project like this, and Akresh said there wasn’t. 
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Johnson asked what the bees do for Swanzey. Akresh said bees are good pollinators, and it’s important to keep 
the biodiversity of the population high. That means not focusing just on the bees in flower gardens, but also 
supporting the larger bee populations in some wild areas. 
 
Akresh left the meeting, and commission members discussed the funding request. Smith noted the commission 
has $66,800 budgeted for its own spending, and so far it has spent $2,200 of that. Winsor said it’s a good project, 
but it bothers him that the funding request is only for a student’s master’s degree. Johnson said most of the work 
is for them so they can learn about bees, and she doesn’t see that it’s really going to benefit the town. 
 
Smith asked if there was a motion to provide a contribution in a specific amount. No motion was made, and the 
matter was tabled for further consideration.  
 
OLD BUSINESS 
Rail Trail culvert to divert water  
Bruce Bohannon of the Rail Trail Advisory Committee was present to ask the commission to provide $1,280 
toward the installation of a culvert at the Riley Conservation Area. He said there is a trail that goes from the 
parking lot of the conservation area up to the Ashuelot Rail Trail. When the trail was built, it was designed for 
hikers and bikers to go up to the rail trail. It was also built as a fire access road if there was a problem out there. 
He said a culvert wasn’t installed when the access trail was created, and what has happened is water has collected 
there and is now washing down the trail causing people to have to walk around it. He said he has spoken to Public 
Works Director Joe DiRusso, and DiRusso said he would provide the culvert and manpower to install the culvert. 
Joe said the cost of the material that would need to be put around the culvert was $1,280.  
 
Elkins asked who is responsible for maintaining the area. Bohannon said that has always been a catch-22. It’s 
town-owned property, but the conservation commission oversees it. Winsor noted the Public Works Department 
is donating quite a chunk to the repairs. Smith said the funding request seemed reasonable. 
 
There was a motion by Winsor for the commission to provide $1,280 for the gravel for the establishment of a 
culvert in the access road from the Riley Conservation Area to the rail trail. The DPW will provide all other 
expenses. There was a second to the motion by Johnson and no further discussion. All were in favor. Motion 
passed.  
 
Conservation Community Service  
Smith read correspondence from Christine Allen. Allen said her son is a local Boy Scout, and to advance to the 
next rank, he needs to do three hours of community service. Smith said she was asking if the commission has any 
projects around town her son may be able to do to fulfill this requirement.  
 
Neither Allen nor her son was present at the meeting. Smith said he will put the request on the agenda for the 
next meeting.  
 
PUBLIC INPUT   
The Chair asked for public input and there was comment from Marcy and James Jarzabek of the Wilson Pond 
Association.  
 
Marcy Jarzabek said they had come to the commission meeting hoping to gain some insight about how to proceed 
with requesting funds toward water quality testing of Wilson Pond. For the past 12 years, the Wilson Pond 
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Association has been testing the water quality of the pond in conjunction with the state of New Hampshire. The 
Association has had to do the water testing three times a year. The testing is done once a month starting in June. 
She said the group collecting the samples is getting older, and the Association’s funds are getting tighter. Due to 
the COVID-19 pandemic, the Association didn’t have as many fundraisers last year as it normally does. She said it 
costs $360 annually to test the pond’s water quality.  
 
Winsor asked about the health of Wilson Pond, and Jarzabek said it’s very healthy.  

Goodrich noted that the commission does give money to the Swanzey Lake Association. Smith said that money is 
for the lake host project. The town pays half of the $3,000 cost, and the commission pays the other half.  
 
Smith suggested the Wilson Pond Association send a formal letter requesting assistance to Town Administrator 
Michael Branley for the Selectmen to consider.  
 
NEW BUSINESS  
Watershed-Based Lake Management Plan 
Smith noted that Matthew Bachler, director of planning and economic development, was unable to attend the 
meeting. Smith said there is funding available this year for Watershed-Based Lake Management grants. He said 
what Bachler is looking for is the commission to support going forward with a letter of intent for either Swanzey 
Lake or Wilson Pond. He said Bachler would recommend Swanzey Lake because of the huge public access going on 
there, but that doesn’t exclude Wilson Pond from the next funding cycle. Smith said Bachler would like a 
consensus, rather than a vote, from the commission on which water body to start with.  
 
Johnson said as a long-time resident of Swanzey, both Swanzey Lake and Wilson Pond are important to her. The 
commission is aware and conscious of the needs of both water bodies. Right now, Wilson Pond is under a 
microscope due to the dam project, and whatever the conclusion of that project is will affect the pond. The pond 
does have good water quality at present. Pilgrim Pines, which is on Swanzey Lake, is huge and continues to grow. 
The Swanzey Lake Campground is about to expand, and there is a large public beach on the lake owned by the 
town. With those things considered, Swanzey Lake really needs to be looked at for the grant.  
 
Winsor said both lakes are under pressure, but Swanzey Lake has been very busy.  

Winsor noted he is a member of the Swanzey Lake Association. Elkins noted she is a member of the Wilson Pond 
Association. Smith asked for a consensus from non-association members. They agreed to move forward with 
Swanzey Lake first, followed by Wilson Pond at a later date.  
 
Smith then provided commission members with a copy of the letter of intent done by the Southwest Region 
Planning Commission for Chesterfield for Spofford Lake. He asked commission members to read the letter at their 
convenience, and he’ll put it on the agenda for the next meeting to see if they have any questions for Bachler.  
 
Vermont Public Radio – Re Drought 
Smith read an email from Roberta Visser, a former member of the commission. In the email, Visser noted a 
segment on Vermont Public Radio about the state of drought conditions in Maine, Vermont and New Hampshire. 
She included a link to the segment, and suggested it could be a community service project for the Boy Scout. 
Smith told the commission he replied to Visser and copied Branley and Bachler on the email. He said he wasn’t 
sure three hours of community service would be adequate for creating a consumer notice about the drought. 
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Bachler responded to the email writing, that because so many Swanzey residents rely on private wells, an 
educational effort about the drought and conserving water would be a great project. Smith said Bachler said the 
conservation commission should take the lead on such a project. The consensus of the commission was that Smith 
would put something together for the next meeting. Johnson said she had a lot of materials about water 
conservation, and she would help Smith put something together.   
 
ZBA and PB Applications 

 471 Old Homestead Highway Variance Application 
Commission members asked Code Enforcement Officer Mike Jasmin to join the meeting. Jasmin said the 
Runway Fun Park has already received its approvals. However, it’s been discovered that elements of some 
of the amusement rides will be within the 20-foot setback from the rear property line. This requires the 
property owner to apply for a variance. 
 
There was some discussion that included members saying they were concerned about the safety of having 
an amusement park at the end of an airport runway. They also were concerned about the visuals of the 
amusement park being in conflict with Swanzey’s rural character. However, with the project approved, 
commission members agreed there is nothing they can do. 
 

 In relation to the variance, Goodrich said the amusement rides will have to be maintained daily, including
 being oiled and greased. He is concerned about potential runoff from the site, and would suggest a
 catchment boom be installed on the property and maintained by the owner. Commission members
 agreed with that suggestion.   
      

 129 West Shore Road Variance Application 
Needs a variance to replace an existing non-conforming building with a new, single-family dwelling. 
Smith said there are no environmental issues. 
Commission members have no concerns.   
         

 Airport ground-mounted solar Special Exception   
Smith said there are no environmental issues. 
Commission members have no concerns. 
          

 217 Old Homestead Highway Multi-Tenant Application – bookkeeping business.  
Smith said there are no environmental issues. 
Commission members have no concerns. 

  
OLD BUSINESS 
Wood Market/Cresson Mt Update   
Smith read an email from Jeremy G. Turner providing an update on the Mount Cresson forestry project. Turner 
wrote that the low-grade pulp market continues to be very poor, and he would advise to hold off on the project 
until the market improves. Smith said hopefully the project can get started later this year. 
 
Mount Cresson boundary work invoice  
The commission reviewed an invoice from Meadowsend Timberlands of New London for boundary work on 
Mount Cresson. The amount is for $600. Smith explained the work was to blaze and paint the southern section of 
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the property boundary. The southern section of the lot was the only portion of the property where the boundary 
wasn’t marked.  
 

There was a motion by Johnson to approve payment of $600 to Meadowsend Timberlands. There was a 
second to the motion by Winsor and no further discussion. All were in favor. Motion passed.  

 
Mount Caesar new trail 
Winsor said Mount Caesar can be a little challenging for many older folks and some people with disabilities. He 
has been working with Domina and Swanzey resident Jeanne Thieme on blazing a trial on Mount Caesar for 
people to enjoy that is a little less challenging. Winsor said with a trail now planned out, they are looking for $500 
in funding from the commission to get things rolling, including the creation of maps and signs. He said they may 
come back to ask for more funding as the project moves forward. The plan is to dedicate the trail to Theresa 
DiLuzio. There was a brief discussion in support of the project. 
 

There was a motion by Winsor to ask the commission to provide an amount not to exceed $500 for the 
mapping and possible signs for wayfinding for this new trail that will hopefully be deemed the Theresa 
DiLuzio trail. The trail will provide opportunities for people with disabilities or elderly people a less 
challenging trail experience. There was a second to the motion by Goodrich and no further discussion. All 
were in favor. Motion passed.   

 
REPORTS 
The commission reviewed its expenditures through July 1, 2021.  
 
Next Meeting:  Monday, August 2, 2021 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
There was a motion by Johnson to adjourn the meeting. There was a second to the motion by Winsor and no 
further discussion. All were in favor. Motion passed. Meeting adjourned at 5:50 p.m. 
 

Respectfully Submitted, 
 
Meghan Foley             
              


